




























1st Annual Halloween Community Event 

My neighborhood: A safe and Friendly Place 

Saturday October 30th – 2:00pm to 3:30pm 

For the first year ever, Halloween 

will be celebrated at River Oaks!  

How a great opportunity to get to 

know our friendly neighbors and 

meet with other families. 

 

Why not learn about safety around 

your neighborhood?  Officer 

Shawkey  from the AA Police De-

partment will talk to us about the 

great benefits of the  Neighborhood 

Watch Program for our Commu-

nity.  He will also share important 

Halloween Safety Tips for our Trick

-Or-Treaters plus each kids will get 

a fun gift for a safe Halloween 

night!   

 

About winning some great prizes? 

Just drop by and put your name on 

the ballot.  You could win one of 

the following: 

 

Dinner for two at Adam's Ribs 

(169 Mayo Road) 

$70 Gift Certificate from AAMC 

Wellness Services* 

 

The drawing will be held around 

3:15pm.  And kids! Don't forget to 

put on your costume!  There will be 

a Barnes And Noble gift certificate 

for best dressed as well!!! 

 

In case of rain, the event will be 

canceled and the drawing will be 

held at the HOA Annual Meeting on 

November 11th.  Hope to see you 

there!  With your participation, this 

will be a frightfully successful event 

in our neighborhood!!! 

 

Karina Duchastel 

River Oak Halloween Event Coordina-

tor 

 

PS: You would like to volunteer?  We 

really need the help!  Please contact me 

at: karina@duchastel.com 

 

 

(*) Choice of: Full-Body Massage, 

Acupuncture, Nutritional Counsel-

ing and more 

Trick or Treat Time 

 Sidewalks are for peo-

ple 

 Please keep your cars 

parked in their spaces 

or along the curb NOT 

on it 

 Leave the sidewalks for 

our children to have a 

safe place to walk when 

trick or treating 
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Annual Meeting November 11, 2004 

Roseanne Russillo To Leave Board 

October 7, 2004 Board Meeting Minutes 

The annual meeting will be held on 

Thursday, November 11 at 7:00 

PM at South River High School.   

Four positions are open for elec-

tion: 

President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Board Member at Large 

While nominations for board posi-
tions were to have been submitted 

by October 11th, additional nomina-

tions will be taken from the floor at 
the Annual Meeting.  If you’d like 

to give something back to your 

community, consider running for 

the board. 

 

Homeowners are asked to attend 

and vote for the election of your 

Board officials.   

 

If you have any issues you’d like 

the board to consider at the next 

meeting, please mail or email a 
brief summary of your concerns to 

Todd Wawrzeniak by October 31st. 

 

Thanks in advance for your coop-
eration in helping your board to 

address community concerns more 

effectively.  

Gate between River 

Oaks and South River 

Colony permanently 

removed.   

Clarification of 

“Parking Rules” to be 

studied by the Board. 

 

A proposal for clearing 

a section of the land 

bordered by Braxton 

Way and Millhaven 

Drive was passed by 

the Board.  This will 

provide a picnic area 

with tables and a per-

manent grill for use by 

all. 

Clearance on funds for 

the Halloween event on 

October 30th from 2 to 

4:30 PM in the play-

ground area.  See arti-

cle. 

Probable increase in 

homeowner’s dues for 

2005 in the range of 5% 

to fund the community 

maintenance needs. 
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With much regret, Rosanne Russillo will be stepping down from her positions as Board 

Member At Large and Newsletter Editor.  Work commitments have forced her to give 

up these responsibilities for the time being.  But as time permits, she hopes to continue 

to contribute to the community on an ad-hoc basis. 

Karina Duschastel, the crea-

tive energy behind the up-

coming Halloween Event 

here at River Oaks, has  gra-

ciously agreed to be the So-

cial Committee chairperson 

for the River Oaks commu-

nity.  Thank you, Karina, for 

stepping up to the plate! 

 

We are also pleased that Kay 

Patterson has agreed to help 

Karina in the planning of 

some events, as well.  Why 

not lend your creative talents 

and social skills to this  group 

in the interests of fostering 

community spirit and getting 

to know your neighbors?  

Email Karina at 

karina@duchastel.com to 

become a part of a fun and 

rewarding experience that 

will give back a great deal to 

your community. 

Karina Duchastel to 

Chair the Social 

Committee   

mailto:karina@duchastel.com


Next Issue 

Useful Information 

like to write a regular column or 

interview a fellow resident who 

wouldn’t mind being introduced to 

the community here in the news-

letter? 

 

Referrals:  

Have you worked with a contrac-

tor or received services from a 

vendor that you would recommend 

to your neighbors?  List his/her/its 

name here in this column and do 

your community a favor! 

Classifieds: 

Residents may advertise babysit-

ting, car washing, snow-shoveling, 

pet-sitting, merchandise for sale 

etc.  Limit your ad to 30 words or 

less.  Babysitters, please indicate if 

you are Red Cross certified for 

Adult CPR, infant CPR and/or 

babysitting. 

   

Announcements: 

Announce that graduation, new 

baby, wedding, anniversary, new 

community resident, or other com-

munity news here. 

 

Recipes:    

Residents who want to share recipes 

with their neighbors can publish 

them here. 

 

Articles: 

Do you have an idea for an article 

or would you like to submit an arti-

cle for consideration?   Would you 
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Community: 

Edgewater Library (410) 222-1538 

Edgewater Post Office    (410) 956-0480 

Edgewater Elementary    (410)  222-1660 

Central Middle School  (410)  956-5800 

South River H.S.              (410)  956-5600 

 

Anne Arundel County Government:  

Animal Control  (410) 222-8900 

County Executive (410) 222-1821 

Permits   (410) 222-7700 

Recycling  (410) 222-6103 

website: http://www.aacounty.org/DPW/WasteManagement/

curbside.cfm 

Curbside Trash   (410) 222-6100 

 

State 

Board of Elections 1-800-222-8683 

 

Street Light Replacement 

Call BG&E at 410-685-0123, then 1, then 5.  You will be asked for ad-

dress and location of street light that is out 

Management Company: 

Comanco, Inc.  

Todd Wawrzeniak  

2139 Defense Highway 

P. O. Box 3637 

Crofton, MD 21114 

(410) 721-7171 

Email:  139@comancoinc.com  

 

2004 River Oaks Board 

Mel Blume, President 

Doug Sipe, Vice President 

Dan Harshbarger, Secretary 

Rosanne Russillo, Member at Large 

 

Architectural Changes 

Residents wishing to make any architectural changes to their 

homes should submit an application to the Board through Todd 

Wawrzeniak at Comanco, Inc.  (He’ll send you an application to 

fill out.) 

 

 

http://www.aacounty.org/DPW/WasteManagement/curbside.cfm
http://www.aacounty.org/DPW/WasteManagement/curbside.cfm
mailto:139@comancoinc.com
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 Annual River Oaks Halloween Party will be held Saturday, October 29
th

 from 3 PM 

until… 

Rain date Sunday, October 30
th

 at 3 PM.  The party will be held at the playground area 

and is sure to be fun for all! 

 

There will be snack foods, games and prizes for the funniest, scariest and most original 

costumes.   

 

The coordinator is Aimee Spagnolo, 410-956-4481.  Anyone that would like to lend a 

hand, be a set-up person, judge the costumes, please give Aimee a call. 

 

Board Changes 

 

Dan Moreland was unanimously chosen by the Board for a 1 year term to replace Karina 

Duchastel who moved in June.  Dan has been present at many of the homeowners’ 

meetings and has offered outstanding suggestions and comments for the benefit of the 

community.  The Board looks forward to working with Dan as the Member-at-Large, this 

year. 

 

Board president, Mel Blume, has replaced Todd Wawrzeniak, as site coordinator for 

Comanco.  Todd left earlier this summer to seek new opportunities. 

Mel currently provides many daily contacts with contractors, residents and coordinates 

interactions with our legal representative.  Now, as the Comanco coordinator, he will also 

be able to have a direct line to our community’s management company. 

 

The remaining Board members include Dan Harshbarger, Vice President and Doug Sipe, 

Secretary. 

 

 

Christmas Decorations 

 

We need volunteers the first week of December, to put up our community Christmas 

decorations.  The same few people have been doing the decorating for the past 3 years 

and its now time for new ideas.   

 

All the decorations are in storage at Comanco and can be delivered and ready for 

hanging.  Step up and have some fun while you beautify the area.  Get a few of your 

friends and neighbors together and have an old-fashioned party while you’re at it.   

 

For more information, please contact Pauline Blume at 410-956-0882. 

Miscellaneous Items 

 

Remember to drain your outside water faucet pipes before the freezing winter weather 

sets in.  Shut off the outside supply near the hot water heater in the garage, downstairs 

closet or utility room.  Open the outside faucet to drain the water in the line. Finally, open 

the small vent valve near the shut off valve to allow air into the line so all the water will 



drain out.  The entire process takes about 15 to 20 minutes and can save a lot of 

headaches this winter if the lines freeze. 

 

Please remember not to put your trash cans or bags out for pick up 

before 7 PM the night before collection.  Work with us to keep the 

community looking great! 

 

The winter winds will soon be blowing trash cans and lids all over the place.  Take a few 

minutes and put your address on the cans and lids.  It makes it a lot easier for your 

neighbors to get the items back to the proper owners.  If this is your first season at River 

Oaks, you will appreciate not having to buy a new trash can each month.  Pitch in and 

help each other.   

 

Water Connections 

 

It was brought to the Board’s attention recently, that there is a potential construction flaw 

in some of the units where the water connector comes from the main supply into the sink.  

There is not a definite set of units involved, but it is to the benefit of each homeowner to 

check out the situation. 

 

The problem is that the connector hose has an O-ring that is made of metal.  Each time 

the water is turned off and back on, it crimps the metal ring until it causes a rupture in the 

hose.  This has resulted in at least one unit developing a leak that ran down inside the 

sheetrock wall and flooded the downstairs room.  This event cost thousands of dollars in 

repair and untold aggravation to the owner. 

 

The repair process can be done by a do-it-yourselfer, or you can call in a plumber to 

check and make any repairs that may be necessary.  If you do-it-yourself, the cost is less 

than $10.  The replacement hose is about $1 a piece and needs to be installed on each 

involved sink.   

 

Annual Meeting 

 

The Annual Meeting of River Oaks Condominium Association will be held Tuesday 

evening November 29
th

 at the Edgewater Library in the large meeting room.  It will begin 

at 7 PM and will be over by at least 9 PM.   

Many items of concern and interest have been raised during the Board meetings this year 

and the Annual Meeting is you chance to voice your opinion and hear the opinions of 

your friends and neighbors.   

Try to make a special effort to attend this year. 



2nd Annual Halloween Community Event 

My neighborhood: A safe and Friendly Place 

Saturday October 29th – 3:00pm to 4:30pm 

The second annual River Oaks Hal-

loween Party will be held at the 

playground area  Another great op-

portunity to get to know our 

friendly neighbors and meet with 

other families. Rain date October 

30th at 3:00 PM.  There will be 

snack foods, games and prizes for 

the funniest, scariest and most origi-

nal costumes.  The coordinator this 

year is Aimee Spagnoto.  If anyone 

would like to lend a had setting up, 

judging costumes, etc, please give 

Aimee at call at 410-956-4481. 

 

 

Board Changes 

Dan Moreland was chosen unani-

mously by the Board for a 1 year 

term to replace Karina Duchastel, 

who moved out of State in June. 

Dan has been present at many of the 

homeowners’ meetings and has of-

fered outstanding suggestions and 

comments for the benefit of the 

community.  The Board looks for-

ward to working with Dan as the 

Member-at-Large, this year 

 

Board President, Mel Blume, has 

replaced Todd Wawrzeniak, as site co-

ordinator for Comanco.  Todd left ear-

lier in the summer to seek new opportu-

nities.  Mel Blume currently provides 

many daily contacts with contractors, 

residents, and coordinates interactions 

with our legal representative.  Now, as 

the Comanco coordinator, he will also 

be able to have a direct line on our com-

munities management company  

The remaining Board members include 

Dan Harshbarger, Vice President and 

Doug Sipe, Secretary. Susan Allen, 

Member-at-Large 

 

Holiday Decorations 

 

Volunteers are needed the first week 

of December, to put up our commu-

nity holiday decorations.  The same 

few people have been decorating for 

the past 3 years and they would en-

joy some new, fresh ideas. 

 

All of the decorations are in storage 

at Comanco and will be delivered 

and ready for hanging.  Please step 

up and have some fun while you 

light up the community to celebrate 

the season.  Gather a few of your 

friends and neighbors together and 

have an old-fashioned party while 

you’re at it 

 

For more information, please contact 

Pauline Blume at 410-956-0881. 
 

 

 

Community Regulations 

Please remember 

not to put your 

trash cans or bags 

for trash pick up be-

fore 7:00 PM the 

night before the col-

lection,  Collection 

days are Tuesdays 

and Fridays.  Work 

with your neighbors 

to keep YOUR com-

munity looking great 

Inside this issue: 

2nd Annual Community 

Event 
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Board Changes 1 
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Annual Meeting November 29, 2004 

Water Connections 

Miscellaneous Items 

.  The Annual Meeting of 

River Oaks Condomin-

ium Association will be 

held Tuesday evening 

November 29th at the 

Edgewater Library in 

the large meeting room.  

It will begin at 7:00 

PM and end at 9:00 

PM. 

 

Many items of concern 

and interest have been 

raised during previous 

Boards meetings this 

year and the Annual 

Meeting is your chance 

to voice your opinion, 

as well as, hear the 

opinions, concerns and 

issues of your friends 

and neighbors. 

Please try to make 

a special effort to 

attend this year 

cans & lids all over the 

place.  If you take a few 

minutes and put your 

address on the cans and 

lid  It makes it easier 

for your neighbors to 

return the items to their 

proper owners.  Pitch in 

and help each other, it 

is the neighborly thing 

to do 

Remember to drain 

your outside water fau-

cet pipes before the 

winter freeze sets in.  

Shut off the outside 

supply near the hot wa-

ter heater in the garage, 

down stairs closet or 

utility room.  Open the 

outside faucet to drain 

the water in the line.  

Finally, open the small 

vent valve near the shut 

off valve to allow air 

into the line so all of 

the water will drain out.  

The entire process takes 

about 15 to 20 minutes 

and can save you 

money if this winter the 

lines freeze. 

The winter winds will 

soon be blowing trash 
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It was brought to the Board’s attention recently, that there is  a potential construction 

flaw in some of the units where the water connector comes from the main supply into 

the sinks.  There is not a definite set of units involved, but it is to the benefit of each 

homeowner to investigate.  The problem is that the connector hose has an O-ring that is 

made of metal.  Each time the water is turned off and back on, it crimps the metal ring 

until it causes a rupture in the hose.  This has resulted in at least one unit developing a 

leak that ran down inside of the sheetrock wall and flooded a downstairs room.  This 

event could be costly to repair not to mention aggravation to the owner.  The repair 

process can be a do-it-yourself project for less the $10.00 or you can call a plumber to 

evaluate and repair if necessary.  If you decide to fix it yourself the replacement hose 

should be installed on each sink involved 

 

Have a safe 

and Happy 

Holiday 

Season 
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Trash blowing around the community is a nuisance and an eyesore.  Winter winds are going to be here soon and 

it is nasty having to pick up someone else’s debris out of our yards and driveways.  Remember to store trash in 

the proper containers, do not put out at the curb before 7 PM the night before and follow the guidelines from the 

Anne Arundel Waste Management program listed below: 

  

Household trash is collected twice a week Monday through Saturday by private haulers under contract to Anne 

Arundel County and transported for disposal at the Millersville Landfill and Resource Recovery Facility or 

another acceptable disposal facility in the region. 

General Guidelines For All Weekly Curbside Collections  

 Containers must not weigh more than 40 pounds each.   

 Please have your trash and recyclables at the curb before 6 a.m.   

 Trash and recyclables will be picked up anytime between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.   

 Containers may be placed at the curb the night before.   

 To find out what day(s) collection occurs, ask a neighbor or call (410) 222-6100 for your collection 

schedule.  

 Your material will be collected on the assigned days unless that day falls on New Year’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, or Christmas Day. If one of these holidays falls 

on a Sunday, there will be no collection on the following Monday.   

 If your collection day falls on one of these holidays, or is skipped because of a storm or snow 

emergency, you may put double the amount of trash for collection on your next scheduled day. You may 

also bring your trash and recyclables to any convenience center.  

 There is no limit to the amount of recyclables or yard waste you can put out for collection.   

 Trash collectors will not remove dead animals. When such removal is required, please call Anne 

Arundel County Animal Control at (410) 222-8900.  

 The following materials are not collected at your home because of special handling requirements.   

o Explosives   

o Ashes   

o Poisons/acids/caustics   

o Firearms   

o Ammunition   

o Compressed gas tanks such as propane tanks/helium tanks/oxygen tanks   

o Liquids including paint   

o Asbestos   

o Drum containers/fuel tanks/oil tanks   

o Tires   

o Building and construction materials  

o Sawdust  

 Residential medical waste including needles should be placed in heavy plastic containers, covered with 

lids and put in your trash.  

 Bulky and hard-to-handle items will not be collected. However, the County does provide separate 

collection for bulky items. Please see section on Bulk Item Collection or consider donating items to a 

charitable organization.  

http://www.aacounty.org/DPW/WasteManagement/bulkItem.cfm
http://www.aacounty.org/DPW/WasteManagement/reduceReuse.cfm


Technical and practical assistance is available to property managers who would like to start a recycling program 

or need help expanding one. A recycling specialist will visit a work site to help start a program, as well as 

provide commercial recycling guides, information on local recycling companies, finding markets, and access to 

other types of resources. For more information, call the Recycling Division at (410) 222-7951. 

 

 Use watertight containers equipped with handles and tight-fitting covers for trash. Plastic waste bags 

(not paper bags or boxes) are also acceptable. Do not use cardboard boxes since they are recyclable and 

will be collected on your recycling day.  

 No more than four, 32-gallon containers of trash will be collected on your collection day.  

 Emptied or dried out paint cans will be accepted in your trash. Oil-base paint is hazardous and is 

accepted at Household Hazardous Waste Drop-off Days. Latex paint is not hazardous, but leaves a 

sticky mess on employees, equipment, and your streets. If you can not dry it out, latex paint may be 

taken to any convenience center (limit 5 gallons per visit). Please consolidate multiple cans of paint into 

one can.  

Trouble-free Recycling guidelines 

Requesting Collection For Your Home 

New Residents in a Community Currently on Public Collection: 

If you have moved into a community currently served by the curbside program, you do not need to contact the 

County to start service at your new residence. Place your trash and recyclable items at the curb on the same 

days as your neighbors and it will be collected. If for some reason you are not serviced, please call (410) 222-

6100. 

Communities not Served by Public Service but Located in a Public Collection Service Area 

If you live in a community of single family units (attached or detached units) that are not served by public waste 

collection, but are within one hour of our collection service areas, you may petition for service. A majority of 

the residents must agree to accept curbside service. Residents who fully petition and receive curbside service 

will be charged an annual residential rate. For more information on the petition process and the curbside 

collection fee call (410) 222-6108. 

Individual Properties Abutting a Collection Route 

If your property directly abuts a collection route and you would like the curbside program extended to your 

property, please call (410) 222-6108 for assistance. 

Apartment/Condo Recycling 

While the County does not provide collection services, Condominium and Apartment residents are welcome to 

use any of the County's Convenience Centers for their recycling needs.  

Apartment buildings and condominiums make up 15% of the total housing units in Anne Arundel 

County. Currently, few property managers provide recycling services to their residents. The multi-family 

recycling program is designed to encourage property managers to include recycling as a component of their 

private trash collection programs for apartment and condominium residents. 

http://www.aacounty.org/DPW/WasteManagement/householdWaste.cfm
http://www.aacounty.org/DPW/WasteManagement/convCtr.cfm
http://www.aacounty.org/DPW/WasteManagement/troublefreeRecytips.cfm
http://www.aacounty.org/DPW/WasteManagement/convCtr.cfm


Board Meeting Newsletter 9-28-06 

 

Another auto theft occurred in the community on 9-23-06.  A vehicle was 

burglarized in the driveway.  The owner had not secured the windows or 

locked the doors.  The theft took place in broad daylight.   

 

Please remember to lock your vehicles and secure all personal property that 

is outside your home.  We also need any information any of you can supply 

to apprehend the individuals that are behind these robberies.  The police 

have been notified also and are aware of these problems.   

 

 

 

Mel Blume informed all present that Verizon will be installing fiber optic 

cable throughout our community in the next few months.  The process to 

bring the cable into each unit with the minimum of disruption to existing 

sidewalks, driveways and property will provide an option to existing 

Comcast Cable.  The planned procedure will bring the main cable into the 

common areas behind units and then in to each area where the phone/cable 

hookups already exist.  This was determined to be the best method to not 

interfere with electricity and gas lines already in place.  More information as 

it is learned. 

 

 

 

The Board approved a plan to put up another community bulletin board at 

the corner of Braxton and Millhaven.  The Board minutes will also be 

displayed in each of the community bulletin boards to keep all homeowners 

up-to-date on future meetings and current events. 

 

 

 

A homeowner attending the meeting suggested a notice go out to all in the 

community several weeks before each Board meeting to remind people that 

might want to attend the meetings. 

 

 

 

A concern was brought up that the area around the picnic bench at the corner 

of Braxton & Millhaven floods with heavy rains.  The president will have 



Sierra Landscaping look into the problem and give an estimate of cost to 

repair the issue. 

 

 

 

Due to multiple repairs that have been necessary due to wind and rain, the 

‘Reserve Funds’ of the community are being depleted.  Each insurance claim 

made costs the community $2500 in a deductible charge.  Last year the 

monthly homeowners’ cost was raised 5%, or $2.50.  Another increase is 

proposed this year and more information will be sent out with the 2007 

budget proposal. 

 

 

 

The yearly meeting will take place the end of November and these and other 

issues will be dealt with at that time.  Hope to see you there.  Date and time 

will be forthcoming. 














